
STEPS
M O V I N G  C L O S E R DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 6: LEAD- PASTOR BRETT AVERY

   LEAD: We believe that integrity matters and that healthy leadership moves us forward in giving 
                                          our best to God. 
THOUGHT: The teaching of Jesus to those who would become the leaders of the early church was very surprising. 
It certainly did not match the way his audience would have understood leadership. As you read and discuss this 
passage, think about how Jesus’ teaching may differ from how you understand leadership. 

1. Think of the best leader(s) you know and share their top 3 qualities. 
Read Matthew 5:3-11 as a group. 

2. How are the qualities/traits that Jesus identifies similar or different to the ones you just shared? (a healthy view of 
self, repentance, humility, a passionate pursuit of Jesus, mercy, integrity and peacemaking). 

3. (See vs. 3) Why do you think many people have to get to the end of themselves before they can truly embrace their 
need for Jesus? (If your comfortable share an experience in which you got to the end of yourself before you were able 
to allow God to meet your need). 

4. (See vs. 4-6) What is it about repentance that can lead us into a renewed desire to connect with God? 

5. (See vs. 7) How does a healthy view of self, combined with a close connection with Jesus allow us to grant others 
mercy instead of anger or judgment? 

6. (See vs. 8) How does my willingness to follow and embrace Jesus and His teachings allow me to more fully see 
God at work in my life and circumstances? 

7. (See vs. 9) How does striving for peace identify us with Jesus? 

8. (See vs. 10-12) When you hear Jesus say following Him in the ways described above will result in being 
misunderstood, mocked, isolated and lied about...what makes you want to pursue Jesus? 

9. How has your personal pursuit of Jesus changed you?
Memory Verse for this Week:

MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS WEEK:

“God blesses those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.”  Matthew 5:6


